
Unit: 4th Grade Informative/Explanatory Writing Unit 

Grade Level:4th  

Unit Name: Informative/Explanatory Unit 

Pacing: 4th quarter)                                                                                            Tested Standard 

Priority Standards: 
 

*4W2B - Write informative/explanatory 

texts that: 

*a - introduce a topic using a topic sentence 

in an introductory paragraph  

*b - develop the topic into supporting 

paragraphs from sources, using topic 

sentences with facts, details, examples, and 

quotations   

*c - use specific, relevant, and accurate 

words that are suited to the topic, audience, 

and purpose 

*d - contain information using student’s 

original language except when using direct 

quotations from a source  

*e - use transitions to connect categories of 

information 

*f - use text structures when useful (text 

features) 

*g - create a concluding paragraph related to 

the information 

 

*4W3A - apply research process to use 

information from a variety of sources: 

*c - identify a variety of relevant sources, 

literary and informational 

Learning Targets: 
 

* I can introduce a topic sentence in a 

beginning paragraph in informative 

writing. 

 

* I can write topic sentences and 

supporting paragraphs using facts, 

details, examples, or quotations. 

 

* I can develop my topic into 

introductory, supporting, and 

concluding paragraphs in my 

informative writing.  

 

* I can use transition words to connect 

my ideas. 

 

*I can decide what resources go with 

certain research topics. 

 

*I can paraphrase when using other 

people’s ideas. 

 

 

 

 

 

Supporting Standards: 
 

*4L1Bf - spell words with suffixes by 

dropping or leaving the final e 

 

*4L1Bg - spell words ending in the long e 

sound 

 

*4L1Bh - In written text, alphabetize 

reference sources 

 

*4L1Bi - use combined knowledge of all 

letter-sound correspondences, syllabication 

patterns, and morphology (roots, affixes) to 

read and spell accurately unfamiliar 

multisyllabic words in context 

 

*4W1Ab-formulating questions related to 

the topic 

 

*4W1Ac-accessing prior knowledge or 

building background knowledge related to 

the topic 

 

*4W1Ad -using a prewriting strategy 

 



*g - differentiate between paraphrasing and 

plagiarism when using ideas of others  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*4W1Db - demonstrate sufficient command 

of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of 

one page, ideally in a single sitting 

 

*4W3Aa - generate a list of subject-

appropriate topics  

 

*4W3Ab - create a research question to 

address relevant to a chosen topic 

 

*4W3Ad- use organizational features of 

print and digital sources efficiently to locate 

information 

 

*4W3Ae - convert graphic/visual data into 

written notes 

 

 *4W3Af -determine the accuracy of the 

information gathered  

 

*4W3Ah - record bibliographic information 

from sources according to a standard 

format  

 

*4W3Ai - present and evaluate how 

completely, accurately, and efficiently the 

research question was explored or answered 

using previously established teacher/student 

criteria  

 

*4SL4Aa - paraphrasing portions of a text 

read aloud or 



information presented in diverse media and 

formats 

 

*4SL4Ac - incorporating descriptive and 

sequential details in a student-designed or 

teacher-assigned topic 

 

 

 

 

Big Ideas: 
 

Authors can teach. 

 

Essential Unit Questions: 
 

How can authors teach us? 

Vocabulary: 

 

Informative, research question, text 

features, paraphrasing, plagiarism, 

bibliographic information 

 

 


